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requested that the objection to the drawings therefore be 
withdrawn. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102 (b) as allegedly- 
being anticipated by Kawasuji (U.S. Patent 6,188,144). The 
Examiner refers to column 12, lines 4-15 of the cited patent as 
teaching applicants' claim. Applicants respectfully traverse 
this rejection. 

With reference to applicants' Fig. 1 and the description in 
the specification (from page 8, line 26, to page 9, line 9), the 
gist of the invention of this application (hereinafter referred 
to as "the .present invention") is that "the laser gas is 
continuously excited even during at least one half-cycle 
subsequent to the first half-cycle of the oscillating current to 
sustain the laser oscillating operation". Thus, a longer pulse 
width is achieved. 

The Examiner asserts that it is stated in the cited Kawasuji 
reference that 11 a laser oscillating operation is performed by a 
first half-cycle of a discharge oscillation current waveform of 
one pulse in which polarity is reversed" . 

However, such a statement is not found in column 12, lines 4 
15, of Kawasuji. The portion of Kawasuji indicated by the 
Examiner merely describes the circuit operation of CI, C2 , SLl 
and SL2 . 

In the present invention, a laser oscillating operation is 
not performed only by a first half -cycle of a discharge 
oscillation current waveform of one pulse in which polarity is 
reversed, but performed by a first half-cycle of a discharge 
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No amendment made was related to the statut 
of Patentability unless statutory requirements 

ity unless expressly stated herein kt 
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